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Sometimes, we look at this verse and we may glance right over it as a catch
-all for prayer, but if we really believed and practiced it, God would heal
our land and provide everything we need to thrive as a child of God and as
a church. With Solomon’s temple completed, the king prays a prayer of
dedication and continually makes this plea: “Hear from heaven.” (2 Chr. 6:21)
In Solomon’s prayer, “He asks God to respond to the prayers the people directed
toward the temple and its altar.” The Lord responds, “I have heard your prayer
and have chosen this place for myself as a temple for sacrifices.” (2 Chr. 7:12)
God’s answer to his prayer begins at verse 14: “If my people, who are called
by my name will humble themselves.”
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The first thing we see in these verses is that we are God’s children and
called by God’s name. What does it mean to be called by God’s name? It
means that we are His very own. Paul says in Romans 8:16-17, “The Spirit
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children,
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then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also
share in his glory.” As God’s children, we are called to humble ourselves before the Lord. Jesus said on a Galilean
mountainside, “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.” (Matt. 5:5) We’re not particularly good at
being humble because we often look out for number one. Philippians 2:4 tells us we should “not look to our
own interests but each of you to the interest of others.”
The second thing we see is that we need to be a praying church. We must “humble ourselves and pray and seek
God’s face.” The Bible says, “Seek the Lord while he may be found” (Isa. 55:6) which implies that one day the Lord
won’t be found. Scripture tells us “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well.” (Matt. 6:33) We’re challenged to seek the kingdom of God above all else because our Heavenly
Father knows what we need. We must seek the kingdom of God first with our finances, our marriage, our
children and grandchildren, our work, our church, and mission. When we do that, God will provide everything
we need. Often, God will surprise us in unexpectant ways and will “Do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask
or think, according to the power that worketh in us.” (Eph. 3:20)
The third thing we see is we must repent of our sins. Peter encourages us to “Repent, then, and turn to God, so
that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.” To repent means to change
direction, to turn away from sin and turn to God. If we have gotten out of bed this morning, chances are we
have erred in something we have said, thought or done.
One of the ways God provides continuing education and spiritual growth is through our three Sunday School
classes and various Bible Studies that meet during the week. We recently had a Brainstorming/Planning
meeting where we focused on this one question: “What opportunities do we have to reach individuals for
Jesus Christ in our community?” We don’t have to look very far to see that we have a thriving preschool with
almost one hundred children. One of our goals is to foster “active participation and a strengthened connection
with our Preschool Ministry.” Our Family Fall Fest was a huge success and generated some momentum moving
forward. It was encouraging to see so many in the church willing to serve. We are also blessed with having a
Hispanic Service, which recently celebrated their one-year anniversary.
Another goal is for “joyful and enjoyable worship opportunities for all, including those searching for
a church home.” We continue to pray for young families to attend our church and we are hopeful for that
prayer to come to fruition, but we need to step out in faith and be intentional with our efforts. We are
especially excited that our Rail Trail Service has really taken off, thanks to the efforts of Rev. Lisa Hoefner.
We are making disciples for the transformation of the world through being the hands and feet of Christ in our
community. We have an active presence at City Gate and serve Saturday lunches to the homeless. We support
and donate to numerous social service and non-profits. For Ephrata Area Social Services, we raised $1,000.00
and purchased coats for the children. We have supported Good Samaritan Services, Water Street Mission, the
crisis in Ukraine, Christmas Cards for inmates in Eastern PA to name a few.

The state of the church is strong as we seek first God’s kingdom above anything else, passionately witness our
faith and share the lifesaving message of God’s love with the lost. Paul poses the following questions for us to
ponder: “Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from his love? Any fellowship together in
the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and compassionate?” If so, “Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly
with each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose.” (Phil. 2:1-2) We are
encouraged with being loved by God as His children. My friends, we are a family of believers with one mind
and purpose: to exalt the name of Jesus. God is going to provide what we need. We don’t rely on our own
reputation, but on God’s reputation. We are challenged to humble ourselves, pray and seek His face, then God
will hear from heaven, forgive our sin, and heal our land. The best is yet to come!
In Christ,
Rev. Scott Dorn
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 Out and About
Pastor Scott believes, “Opportunity is everywhere for true mission and evangelism.” His faith and
spirit guides him to get ‘out and about’ in the community. Each month we highlight some of his
most recent or upcoming ministries.
Thursday devotions
at Park Place
Automotive with
Butch, the owner.

Story time in the
Preschool Library.

with the

If you would like to suggest a future ‘Out and About’ segment for the Whisperings,
contact Pastor Scott at (267) 467-4027 or email hopeumcpastorscott@gmail.com.
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Office Notes

 Sermon Series: Discipleship Lessons
• Nov. 6

Part 10 – “It Does Not Matter” Luke 20:27-40

Tuesday, November 8

• Nov. 13

Part 11 – “It’s the Message - Not the Messenger”

Hope Church is a Polling
Place and the polls are open
7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

• Nov. 20

ELECTION DAY

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
New address for Sandy Muckle:

34 South State Street
P.O. Box 246
Brownstown, PA 17508
OFFICE CLOSED NOV. 24
Happy Thanksgiving!
FOR A USEFUL CALENDAR
Fill out the yellow forms on
the Admin Assistant’s desk to
schedule any upcoming
meetings and events.
DEADLINES
Please submit all items for the
bulletin by 12 p.m. Thursdays
and for the next edition of the
Whisperings by the 15th of
every month.
HOW CAN WE HELP?
Do you or someone you know
have a need for some financial
assistance? Please contact
Jerry Gerhart (717) 733-2331.

Luke 21:5-19

Part 12 – “King Jesus Is All” Luke 23:33-43

 Sermon Series: Gifts of the Season
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” (Isaiah 9:2)
We remember the struggle the Israelites experienced and how we
are still walking in that struggle. There is hope amid the
darkness. Advent is a time for us to stop and prepare our hearts
for something different than we would expect. We don’t pray to a
God that is out there. We pray to a God who lives in our heart.
God came near as a human being, as a baby in the manger, who
understands everything we go through. Love came down at
Christmas and the greatest light entered our world!
• Nov. 27

Part 1 – First Sunday Of Advent – “Hope Springs

Eternal” Isaiah 2:1-5, Matthew 24:36-44
• Dec. 4

Part 2 – Second Sunday Of Advent – “Peace

Because of the Presence of Christ” Isaiah 11:1-10, Matthew 3:1-12
Part 3 – Third Sunday Of Advent – “Joy Down in
My Heart” Isaiah 35:1-10, Matthew 11:2-11
Dec. 18 Part 4 – Fourth Sunday Of Advent – “Love Came
Down at Christmas” Isaiah 7:10-16, Matthew 1:18-25
Dec. 24 Part 5 – Christmas Eve – “God’s Greatest Light
Enters Into the World” Isaiah 9:2-7, Luke 2:1-14
Dec. 25 Christmas Day – Christmas Carol Hymn Sing. No
sermon; someone will read a warm and fuzzy Christmas story.
Jan. 1
New Year’s Day – Wesleyan Covenant Service –
“Covenant Renewal” Deuteronomy 31:9-13

• Dec. 11
•
•
•
•

Worship services are broadcast live on our Facebook page and on
our website, and then archived to view later at your convenience
on our YouTube channel: www.tinyurl.com/Hope-YouTube.

 We welcome our new Administrative Assistant - Joni Rothgerber!

Hope UMC Staff and Office Hours
Pastor: Rev. Scott Dorn ◼ Administrative Assistant: Joni Rothgerber
Director of Music: Lisa Helock ◼ Organist: Dave Luck ◼ Sexton: Doreen Deamer
Tuesday - Friday ◼ 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
hopeumc@ptd.net ◼ www.hopeumcephrata.org ◼ www.facebook.com/hopeumcephrata
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Notes

ONE GREAT YEAR OF
SHARING — WATER
STREET MISSION
The donation jar is in the
Sanctuary. The latest total is
$2,378.30. Thank you!
FLOWERS & BULLETINS
New Prices!

Sponsor altar flowers or
bulletins to commemorate a
special occasion or heartfelt
remembrance. Contact
Sandy Muckle if you sign up
less than a week in advance.
Flowers - Roxanne’s Flowers
is closing and Sandy Muckle
is finalizing the details with
a new florist. Roxanne was
kind to not raise our rates
even when her costs soared,
so the new flower prices will
be higher. The price will be
announced when known.
Flowers: available Nov. 6,
13, 27.

November Dates
6

Daylight Savings Ends

6

All Saints’ Sunday

6

Harvest Home

6

Rail Trail Church

8

Election Day

The 2023 signup posters will
go up on the lobby bulletin
board in November.
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Bells of Hope

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Sanctuary
Senior Choir

Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m.
Choir Room
Women’s Book
& Bible Study

11 Veterans Day

Thursdays at 10 a.m.
Wide Awake Room - 221

15 Newsletter Deadline
19 Hanging of the Greens
20 Consecration Sunday
20 Fellowship Sunday
(provided by Seekers SS class)
21 “A Christmas Carol” by

Men of Hope

Fridays at 7:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
(First Friday of each month is
at Gus’s restaurant.)

Servant Stage

24 Thanksgiving Day
27 First Sunday of Advent

Disaffiliation
Discernment
Meetings

Fellowship Sunday
(the 3rd Sunday each month)
The Sunday School classes
rotate to provide the snacks:
November - Seekers
December - Wide Awake
January - The Way

Bulletins: available Nov. 6,
20, 27.
Bulletins - Rare & good news!
Effective in November, the
prices will go down (!) from
$20 to $10. Where was the
last time you saw a price
decrease? Only at Hope!

Weekly Events

5

Saturday at 9 a.m.

12 Saturday at 3 p.m.
20 Sunday at 1 p.m.

Church Administration Meetings
(All meetings are at 6:30 p.m. unless specified.)
7

Trustees Meeting - Monday

8

Finance Meeting - Tuesday at 7 p.m.

9

Mission Committee Meeting - Wednesday at 10 a.m.

15 Church Council - Tuesday
17 Worship Planning Meeting - Thursday

REMEMBERING OUR SAINTS
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Michael Hess

November 7, 2021

son of Marie Lindberg

Pat Wealand

January 18, 2022

 member and mother of Leona Luciano

Sally Erisman

January 20

 member of Hope’s family and wife of Dick Erisman

Brenda Anderson

April 27

cousin of Judy Hachkowski

David Rupp

May 20

grandson of Jim & Ilene Bartlett and husband of Katie Spoo Rupp

Jennifer Blakeslee

May 31

 member of Hope’s family

David Parkhouse

June 4

 member

Carol Stark

June 25

a friend of Hope members

Gloria Seifried

June 30

mother of Cindy Landes

Elaine Kresh

July 7

 former member

Kurt Farmer

July 25

great-nephew of Jim & Ilene Bartlett

Dolores Oberly

August 9

a friend of Hope members

Shirley Price

August 13

a friend of Hope members

Leroy Fake

September 4

brother of Len & Lamar Fake

Chuck Whitt

September 10

cousin of Sandy Schmid

Robert Parke

September 13

father of Carol Cammauf

Linda Naismith

September 17

cousin of Judy Hackowski

June Kiebach

September 22

sister of Marie Lindberg

Ralph Blackburn

September 24

uncle of Tim Sumner

Millie Shober

October 9

friend of David Parkhouse

Dorothy Bongard

October 12

 member and mother of Pastor Jim Bongard

Cliff Lehman

October 14

companion of Jim Helock’s mother

Nick Pritchard

October 26

great-grandson of Marie Lindberg

Ruth Strickland

October 28

aunt of Sandy Muckle

Preschool had photos and information that they had
gathered from the Hope Church veterans many years ago.
So here we have 11 representatives of the National Guard,
the Army, and the Navy. We thank them for their service.

Larry Bickhart

Eli Lapp

Vernon Bear

Steve Smith

Specialist
1955-1963

Desert Storm 1991

Scott Dorn

Paratrooper 1994-1996

Jack Smith

Machinist Mate 1952-1956
Bill Peters

Fireman 1953-1955
Jerry Gerhart

1953-1957

Ron Lindberg

1963-1967

Bruce Tucker

Fire Control Technician
1967-1973
John Seifert

Aviation Metal Smith and
Aviation Store Keeper
1975-1979
Navy Reserves 1979 -1980
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 Commitment Campaign
In early November everyone should receive a letter from
Pastor Scott inviting you to pray about and fill out the
enclosed pledge card.
Please place your pledge card in the “model church” on a
table in the lobby by Consecration Sunday, November 20.

 124 Years of Hope
This year our anniversary fell on a Sunday, the same as
when the church was founded in 1898; ages before the
United Methodist denomination came into existence in
1968. The family ties to the early Hope Church continue
in many examples to this day. Larry Bickhart’s mother
remembered what it was like when that first church
building burned to the ground in 1930 ($17,000 to
rebuild).
The Centennial Celebration recognized those who were members longer than 50 years plus those
who were members when Hope moved to Rothsville Road in 1983. Today’s numbers are:
Members for 50 years or more: 25

Members who were here in 1983: 36
The longest reigning member: Betty Good (80 years).
The next 10 with the longest memberships:
Esta Allabach

(75 years)

Louise Givler

(73 years)

Larry Bickhart

(68 years)

Eleanor Drybread (68 years)
Marie Hassell

(67 years)

Donna Imhoff

(65 years)

Barbara Griffith

(64 years)

Vernon Bear

(63 years)

Frank Widder

(63 years)

Dick Imhoff

(62 years)

< Hope Church the morning of the Rummage Sale.
The cloud is actually from the parking lot lights
reflecting the smoke from the chicken BBQ.
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Harvest Home at Hope Church before 1983. Does anyone recognize this?

 Harvest Home

We will be collecting for our annual Harvest Home. Please bring canned and boxed food items along
with paper products to donate. This year our contributions will go to Ephrata Area Social Services.

 Christmas Cards for Inmates
Thank you so much for your willingness to share the
blessing of God’s love with others!
We have signed and sent 248 cards to inmates in Eastern
Pennsylvania Prisons. I pray God will bless each person who
receives a card in a life changing way.
Merry Christmas,
Ilene Bartlett

 Tony’s Jack-o-Lanterns
We raised $415 to give to the organ fund.
Thank you everyone for your donations.
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 Organ Fund

So far we’ve received $47,813.50 toward our goal
of $52,000. Only $4,187 left to go!
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The Giving Tree will go up after
Thanksgiving, in time for the first
Sunday of Advent on November
27. We will be sponsoring 3-4
families and the food and gifts
will be due on Thursday,
December 15 so they can be
delivered before Tuesday,
December 20.

Operation Christmas Child
We will be participating in this annual mission
project of Samaritan’s
Purse. Shoeboxes will
be in the lobby by
November 1 and due
back by November 17.
To learn more about
this project, see
Sandy Schmid or visit
their website.
www.samaritanspurse.org

December 18  11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  Sunday
Drop in for a quiet time with God amidst the hectic holiday
season. Enjoy the soft music in our candlelit sanctuary.
Find peace, comfort, and restoration in His presence.
Come as you are and stay as long as you wish.
Whatever the reason ...
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Melissa Readman supplied seasonal snacks and
then had three stations set up to decorate
pumpkins, picture frames, and cookies. It was a
pleasant evening spent creating, seeing other’s
creations, and catching up with people you may
not see very often. Thank you, Melissa!

12

Friday night’s fall
gathering “Bring
Your Own
Pumpkin”
was such a
blessing.
— Lynn Miller

Ann and Tempe Beamesderfer are trying out their
“scary” spider costumes. They bring candy to
hospital patients on Halloween and hopefully
help them feel better with some Howl-een cheer.
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Can you
believe
how
many
treasures
there
were???
Good
work,
everyone!

 Rummage Sale Profits
Rummage Sale:
$1,560.00
Kitchen & Bake Sale: $549.20
Chicken BBQ:
$847.57

We start in the wee hours...
Ron Lindberg and his son were busy
getting the BBQ chickens cooking on the
huge grill out back … in the
dark, before the sunrise.

Thank You

All of the baked
goods were gone
before it was time
to clean up.

Such a joy and blessing with the Rummage Sale, and for the
people who came out and served. We shared the love of
Christ and had good food and fellowship. — Ron Lindberg
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November
Birthdays

November Anniversaries
14

Leonard & Holly Fake celebrate 25 years!

21

Terry & Bonnie Seidel celebrate 41 years together.

1

Evie Shaar

2

Alma Barner

3

Brady Hackman

4

Polly Spangler

5

Craig Beamesderfer

7

Dana Deamer

October 12

Brad Kreider

Dorothy Bongard - member and mother of Pastor Bongard

10

Ainsley Voshell

12

Cole Brobst

14

Holly Fake
Leonard Fake

16

Judy Hachkowski

20

Sue Fisher

26

Vernon Bear

28

Daniel Deamer
Marilyn Rodman

30

Andrew Overly

Early December
Birthdays
2

Donna Fetzer

3

Terry Seidel

6

Clyde McMillan-Gamber

7

Tom McNamara

Remembered with Love
October 9
Millie Shober - friend of David Parkhouse

October 14
Cliff Lehman - companion of Jim Helock’s mother

October 26
Nick Pritchard - great-grandson of Marie Lindberg

October 28
Ruth Strickland - aunt of Sandy Muckle

Birthdays & Anniversaries
We are missing a lot of special dates! Please let the church office
know your birthday and/or anniversary day. If you do not want
your milestone year recognized with a card shower, simply say so.

Card Showers
Birthday milestones are: 16, 21, 80, 90, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, +.
Anniversary milestones are: 25, 50, 55, 60, 65, 70, 75, 80, 85, +.
A card shower may also be by special request.

Eric Trella
11

Lorraine Wert

12

Evie Kline
Kyle Lindberg

Thanks everyone for all the prayers and cards for the loss of my
sister. — Marie Lindberg

We apologize for ANY errors with your important dates! Please let us know so we can correct them.
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What a wonderful time to be the church
and be the hands and feet of Christ.
Special thanks to all who cooked, baked,
prepared and served lunch at City Gate
on Saturday. The Ephrata Review is doing
a story on this outreach. — Pastor Scott

16

Thank You to the
group from Hope
Church who served
approximately 200
lunches on Saturday,
October 22!
We are in need of
paper towels and
individually
wrapped snacks like
granola bars, chips,
etc. We are also
looking
for
volunteers to help in the afternoons, donations of breakfast casseroles and lunch items such as
soup, mac & cheese, spaghetti, Hamburger Helper, plus donations of new items and gift cards. To
help, contact Kim Warner (717-344-2307).

Don't forget to register for our annual City Gate Give Back Gala & Silent Auction! It's a fun night of
food, fellowship, a silent auction and updates on all of our locations. — Kim Warner
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 Hope Preschool Prattle
A Sneak Peek Inside Hope Preschool Happenings! October has been a super
busy time and the children are having a wonderful time!
We had a visit from the Akron Fire Company at the beginning of the month
where the students were able to interact with both the firemen and the fire truck that they
brought for us to explore. Of course, this was a huge hit with the children. All the classes spent
time learning about fire safety, 911 and Stop, Drop and Roll. It was the perfect lead into our
first fire drill of the year.

Apples have been a huge unit for everyone as well this month. Classes have been painting,
sorting, and of course EATING apples of all colors. Our Pre-K classes visited Brecknock Orchard
and had a great time. They had a wagon ride through the orchard, picked an apple and a pumpkin
and had apple cider. All the classes enjoyed caramel apple nachos as a snack one day as well. We
also had Trunk or Treat events in the parking lot. The parents decorated their cars for the kids
to walk around and collect treats and it was an exciting time for everyone!
As fall digs it’s chilly feet in, the children will be talking about pumpkins, leaves and all things
Fall. We were blessed to have a local business donate a pumpkin for each child in the school this
year. The teachers have fun activities planned for them. We are at 103 students currently! They
are still enjoying as much time outside as they can. The trees behind the church are such
beautiful colors right now and have been a wonderful addition to our fall activities.
Our Sub & Sandwich Sale was a huge success and we were able to raise $1,650 to use towards
items needed in the school. Thank you so much for your support.
We are also extremely blessed to have Pastor Scott reading to our Pre-K classes and Mr. Rick
(Strosser) coming in to teach a music class on Mondays. These are times that the children and
teachers look forward to greatly.
Happy Fall!
Mrs. B
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Preschool Wants You!
They are looking for guest readers and
anyone who has a special gift or talent
to share with the children.

Contact their Director, Shannon Brown.
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The Way

Seekers

Conference Room

Fellowship Hall

Bruce Tucker

Wide Awake
Room 221

Rev. Kevin Readman

Ron Lindberg

Joseph:
Dreamer, Visionary and Patriarch

Deep Dive Bible Study Pastor Scott
Sundays 9 -9:30 a.m. in the Parlor

Are you interested in going deeper into
God’s word? If so, join us before Worship.
Israel's Mission

by Ray Vander Laan

by Ray Vander Laan

Women’s Book & Bible Study
Sandy Schmid

Life Lessons from John

Thursdays at 10 a.m.in Wide Awake Room 221

by Max Lucado

Men of Hope
Fridays at 7:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall (First Friday of each month is at Gus’s restaurant.)

- a video study by Skip Heitzig

“Standing for God's truth is a serious thing. Standing against it carries major
repercussions. This study, based on the book of Jude, is a call that is as relevant
today as it was when Jude penned his letter. Believers must defend the gospel to
unbelievers. They also must guard against false teachings that distract from the
truth documented in God's Word and threaten to destroy the church.”

Last Rail Trail Church of 2022 - Sunday, November 6 @ 5 p.m.
We will resume in March or
April, depending on the weather.
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 Planning Committee Meeting - Saturday, December 10 @ 9:30 a.m.
 Giving Tree - Due Thursday, December 15
 Blue Christmas - Sunday, December 18 @ 11:30 a.m.
 Christmas Eve Service - Saturday, December 24
 Christmas Day Service - Sunday, December 25
 Planning Meeting Rescheduled - Saturday, December 10 @ 9:30 a.m.
We’ll take the ideas from the first Planning meeting and focus on 3-5 items for 2023 that will help us
further our mission and vision. We’re looking for the top five priorities that will draw us together.
Mission: As Caring Disciples of Jesus Christ, We Celebrate God's Love and Share the Word with
Our Neighbors.
Vision: To Retore Hope and Remember Who We Are In Christ.

 Spiritual Gifts Survey
Please try this insightful personal assessment tool.
Get a fresh look at which ministries might be a
good match for you. The link is on our website
homepage and paper copies are in the lobby.
Cindy Rehlich is trimming the shrubs. Carol Peters,
Bruce Tucker and others have also tackled this task.
The grounds of Hope Church look so nice because
many volunteers take the time to mow, weed,
mulch, and more. Thank you, landscape volunteers!
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2023 NOMINATIONS REPORT
(submitted for Charge Conference on October 12)

Church Council
Chair:
SPRC Chair:
Trustee Chair:
Finance Chair:
Hospitality and Care Ministry:

Missions/Outreach:

Rodger Landes
Melissa Readman
Ron Lindberg
TBD
Sue Fisher
Sandy Muckle
TBD
TBD
Sandy Schmid

Education Chair:
WPCM Chair:
Fellowship Chair:
Recording Secretary:
Treasurer:
Lay Leader:
Lay Delegate:
Annual Conference Lay Delegate:
At Large:
At Large:
At Large:
At Large:
Pastor:

TBD
Tony Hachkowski
TBD
Carol Peters
Donna Fetzer
Jill Curley
TBD
TBD
Tony Luciano
Donna Imhoff
Barb Griffith
Dave Schmid
Scott Dorn

Spirtiual Formation:

Stewardship

Nominations & Leadership Dev.
Pastor & Chair:
Lay Leader:

Scott Dorn
Jill Curley

Class of 2025:
Class of 2025:

Ivy Texter
Bruce Tucker

Class of 2024:
Class of 2024:

Cindy Landes
Tony Luciano

Class of 2023:
Class of 2023:

Barb Griffith
Karen Hackman

Chair:
Pastor:
Lay Leader:
Finance Rep:
Financial Secretary:
At Large:

TBD
Scott Dorn
Jill Curley
TBD
Amy Trella
Ilene Bartlett

WPCM
Chair:

Tony Hachkowski
Cindy Landes
Martha Smith
Tim Sumner
Tom Texter

Pastor:
22

Bruce Tucker
Scott Dorn

Staff-Parish Relations Committee
Pastor:
Lay Leader:
Lay Delegate:

Scott Dorn
Jill Curley
TBD

SPRC Chair:
Class of 2025:

Melissa Readman
Sandy Muckle

Class of 2025:
Class of 2024:

TBD
Melissa Readman

Class of 2024:
Class of 2023:

Paul Trella
Larry Overly

Finance Committee
Finance Chair:
Pastor:
Church Council Chair:
SPRC Chair:
Trustee Rep:
Financial Secretary:
Treasurer:
Memorial Fund Chair:
Stewardship Chair:
Stewardship Rep:
At Large:
At Large:

TBD
Scott Dorn
Rodger Landes
Melissa Readman
Ron Lindberg
Amy Trella
Donna Fetzer
Judy Hachkowski
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

Trustees
President: Ronald Lindberg
Vice President:

Secretary:
Treasurer:
Class of 2025:
Class of 2025:
Class of 2025:
Class of 2025:
Class of 2024:
Class of 2024:
Class of 2023:
Class of 2023:
23

Jim Bartlett
Cammy Freed
Rodger Landes
Jim Bartlett
Dennis Eckert
Ron Lindberg
Karen McNamara
Cammy Freed
Dick Imhoff
Rodger Landes
Steve Smith

2025
2025
2024
2023

 Clyde McMillan-Gamber
Beautiful Bark
A few kinds of deciduous trees native to Lancaster County,
including sycamores, river birches, shag-bark hickories and
American beeches, have interesting, attractive bark. And the
best time to enjoy the beauty of the bark on those trees is
winter when the trees are devoid of foliage. Then the bark is
most easily seen, and can be used to identify each tree
species.
These four kinds of trees inhabit moist soil in bottomlands, the sycamores and
birches mostly on floodplains along creeks, the hickories back a little from those
waterways, and beeches up shallow, damp slopes a bit from the bottomlands.
Many people recognize the unique, blotched light-green and near-white bark on
sycamores. Pieces of the darker bark fall away as the trees' trunks and limbs grow in
girth, revealing the lighter bark underneath. The attractive, mottled bark of these
wild trees, in rows, indicates the existence of a creek at their bases. In winter, one
often knows where local creeks are, even in the distance, from the lines of
sycamores along those waterways.
Some sycamores get enormous, and many are riddled with cavities where wind
ripped limbs off. Raccoons, barred owls, wood ducks and other creatures live in
those hollows, and raise young there. Sycamores also have many lovely, pale-beige
seed balls hanging by long stems to outer twigs. Some of those seed balls persist
through winter, adding more beauty to the trees that bear them.

The greatest beauty of river birches is their pale, yellowish-orange bark that
constantly peels off in thin, curly strips that are quite decorative on the trees' trunks
and branches. Those lovely strips of bark are the reason many people plant this tree
species on their lawns.
Shagbark hickories' greatest appeal is their rough and rugged appearance because
their thick bark peels away in vertical strips on their trunks and limbs. Each strip
flares out at the tips but its middle remains fastened to the tree for some time.
Some small birds shelter under the bark that flares outward. And squirrels live in
their cavities and chew through the thick husks and hard nut
shells to eat the hickory nut meat inside.
The smooth, gray bark of beeches is that tree's special beauty
in winter. This tree is also planted on many lawns because of
its beauties, including lovely bark, shady foliage, bronze
autumn leaf color and long, pointed
leaf buds. Critters live in beeches'
hollows, and deer, squirrels and mice
eat the attractive beech nuts.
These tree species have appealing
bark, in bottomland woods and on our
lawns. And, again, we have the Godgiven gift to perceive their beauties.

Check out Clyde’s nature blog: NaturesWondersByClyde.blogspot.com.
Each short story is like taking a walk with your very own park naturalist!
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