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Greetings Friends!
Growing up, I always desired to solve the Rubik’s cube. I would
spend countless days and hours trying to just get one layer, but when I
wanted to solve another side of the cube, I would inadvertently mess up
the solved side and I would be forced to start over again. Oh boy! Within
weeks, I would give up and move onto other things. Oh, I could take off
the stickers and put them in the right places and make it look like I solved
it, but that even took a considerable amount of time. Plus, it was
dishonest. Fast forward to a few weeks ago, and my son Owen purchased
a Rubik’s cube. He figured out how to solve it and he was trying to show
me some tricks, but I still wasn’t getting it. So, we went on YouTube and
watched a video how to solve it. The guy on the video could solve it
within 4.7 seconds and I believe the world record is held by Yusheng Du,
who mastered it in a whopping 3.47 seconds! As a family, we were trying
to figure out how to solve the cube and I must admit, I was getting rather
frustrated and a little embarrassed that my son could solve it and his
father couldn’t. The guy on the video was going too fast for my taste. I
wished he could do every step in slow motion, but that wasn’t going to
happen.
So, for the next few days, I would stay up way past my bedtime
and look at the video and pause ever step until I could move onto the
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next algorithm. I always thought that you needed to solve one of the faces, but you
need to first line up the colors on the middle squares with the white and then solve the
first layer. If this is confusing, then you are in good company. After much trial and error,
I eventually learned how to solve the whole cube and today I can solve it in 2 minutes
and 47 seconds. My son can solve it in 30 seconds, so I’m a long way off.
I mention this story, because I allowed this tedious activity to distract me from
doing other important things like spending time in God’s word. Do I feel good that I can
solve it? Sure. Was there anything wrong with me taking time to solve it? I don’t think
so. That’s the thing about distractions. Sometimes they are good things, but they can
pull us away from the better option. I am reminded of Mary and Martha in Luke 10:38-42. Martha was so
distracted with preparing the meal and cleaning the house and Mary was sitting at the Lord’s feet, hanging
onto every word! Jesus said to Martha who was complaining that Mary wasn’t helping, “My dear Martha, you
are worried and upset over all these details! There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has
discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.”
There was nothing wrong with Martha preparing the meal and making sure the house was ‘spick-andspan clean,’ but Mary chose the better option. What if there is a better option for us when we get distracted
by so many things?
Distractions come in all sorts of ways. Sometimes negative like someone cutting us off as we drive
home, and we can stew over this outrageous display of wanton regard for our wellbeing. Sometimes, the last
thing on our minds is “God bless you.” We can attend church and experience a spiritually uplifting worship
service, exit the building, and receive a phone call that one of our loved ones is in the hospital. Sometimes in
ministry, we can be so busy doing things for the Lord that we forget to spend time with our Master and Lord.
There are numerous ways distractions can take our eyes off the prize. Paul said, in Galatians 5:7-8: “You were
running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the truth? That kind of persuasion does
not come from the one who calls you.”
Brant Hansen, in his book “Un-Off-End-Able” had this to say about how we can get distracted so
easily: “We’re all a little bit like Dug the dog in the 2009 movie Up—kind of airheaded. We can sing
“Amazing Grace” and be taken by it all, by the sweeping scope of God’s love for all of us, His willingness to
forgive us, and His desire to know us, and His unending—Squirrel!—and how He loves us in spite of our—
Seahawks game today!—and “His grace will lead me . . .”—I forgot to e-mail that guy—“We’ve no less days
to sing God’s praise than when we’ve first begun” . . . and I totally smell coffee; is someone making coffee?”
We can get pulled into so many different directions without warning. We can be working on a project
at work and our boss calls us into his/her office for an emergency meeting, which prevents us from finishing
the project. We can spend several hours working on a project with our kids or grandkids that we lose all
sense of time and miss an important doctor’s appointment. I remember one time we were having a church
council meeting at one of my former churches and the Phillies just made it into the playoffs. Everyone was
looking at their phones. Speaking of phones, some of us are so busy looking at our phones, that we might
veer into a ditch, or worse go right past a stop sign and smash into another vehicle.
Why am I talking about distractions? All of life can be a distraction, but we need to always keep the
main thing the main thing. Our walk with Christ will always be the better option. We are all trying to “run
with perseverance the race marked out for us” (Heb. 12:1) and receive the prize of heavenly bliss with our
Creator and Lord. The key is to not allow those distractions to rule your life and if there are those times
when you want to solve the Rubik’s cube or be consumed with other tasks, you can always stop and spend
some time at the feet of Jesus. The Lord certainly knows our heart! My friends at Hope, let this summer be a
time of laser like focus on what truly matters, our relationship with Jesus. Distractions are a given, but it’s
what we do with them that really counts.
From my family to yours, have a wonderful summer!
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Pastor Scott believes, “Opportunity is everywhere for true mission and evangelism.” His faith and spirit
guides him to get ‘out and about’ in the community. Each month we highlight some of his most recent or
upcoming ministries.

Here are some pictures of our Praying Pastors Group. We meet every Wednesday at 7:35am at one
church for a month and then we alternate churches

If you would like to suggest a future ‘Out and About’ segment for the Whisperings, contact Pastor Scott at
(267) 467-4027 or email hopeumcpastorscott@gmail.com.

TO BETTER PLAN
OUR CALENDAR
Please fill out the yellow
forms on the Administrative
Assistant’s desk to schedule
any upcoming meetings and
events. Thank you!

ALTAR FLOWERS
AND BULLETINS
Sponsor altar flowers or
bulletins to commemorate a
special occasion or heartfelt
remembrance. Flowers are
$35 and bulletins are $20.
The signup posters are on a
lobby bulletin board and
plenty of dates are available.
Please contact Sandy Muckle
if you sign up less than a
week in advance.
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June 19 - A Change of Status (Luke 8:26-39)
June 26 - Eyes Front - Keeping Focused (Luke 9:51-62)
July 3 - Calm and Carry On (Luke 10:1-11, 16-20)
July 10 - In All Things Without Ceasing (Luke 10:25-37)

July 17 - What Did I Come In Here For? (Luke 10:38-42)
July 24 - Let Us Pray (Luke 11:1-13)
July 31 - What Really Matters (Luke 12:13-21)
Aug 7 - All Day, Every Day (Luke 12:32-40)
Aug 14 - What Unites Us? (Luke 12:49-56)
Aug 21 - How Dare He (Luke 13:10-17)
Aug 28 - Does The Seat Really Matter? (Luke 14:1, 7-14)

DEADLINES
Please submit all items for
the next edition of the
Whisperings by the 15th of
every month.

HOW CAN WE HELP?
Do you or someone you
know have a need for some
financial assistance during
this time? We can help!
Please notify the church
office or Jerry Gerhart at
(717) 733-2331.

SAVE YOUR TREASURES!
Rummage sale and much more on October 15 sponsored
by Hope Church and Hope Pre-school. If you have any
questions, see Ron Lindberg or Sandy Schmid.

Pastor: Rev. Scott Dorn ⚫ Administrative Assistant: Diane Lamborn
Director of Music: Lisa Helock ⚫ Organist: Dave Luck ⚫ Sexton: Doreen Deamer
Tuesday-Friday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Lindsay Helock - is graduating from Muhlenberg College on May 22 with a B.S. in Biochemistry
and a Minor in Dance. She begins a PhD program in Molecular, Cellular, and Biochemical Pharmacology at the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine on July 1.

Molly Kamide - is graduating with a Master’s Degree in Aerospace Engineering from Virginia
Tech. Beginning her PhD at Virginia Tech.

Brie Haley Luciano - is graduating from PA Cyber Charter School in May and will be going to
Harrisburg Community College in the Fall for Nursing.

Haily Seifert - is graduating from Ephrata High School and will be going to Millersville University
to study Psychology.

Clean-up day was a great success. Church members cleaned filters, windows, carpet spots and light fixtures.
The pew cushions were vacuumed, the backs polished and book holders cleaned. Three exterior doors were
painted, side walk concrete poured and the fellowship hall freezer defrosted. The pavilion gutters
and overhead doors windows were cleaned.
The morning started with coffee, juice and donuts; and closed with some pizza at noon for a few who did
not hurry home.
No photos of the workers and work being done were taken, but on Sunday morning as an example, look up
at the recessed pot lights in the sanctuary and notice the lack of cob webs - They are gone! Clean! Good Job!
Thank You!
The Trustees would like to thank the following persons for giving their Saturday morning to the church:
Rodger Landes, Cindy Landes, Dave Schmid, Sandy Schmid, Bruce Tucker, Barb Tucker, Cheryl Eckert, Dennis Eckert, Doris Smith, Jim Bartlett, Lisa Helock, Donna Fetzer, Dick Imhoff, Tony Luciano, Tony Hachkowski and Pastor Scott Dorn.

MISSING UPDATES
Please inform the church office
whenever you set your next
meeting date or select your next
book or topic for your Sunday
school or study. Thank you!

NEW ORGAN TOTAL
As of May 1, Hope Church has
received $43,353.50 for the
new organ. Thank you!

ONE GREAT YEAR OF
SHARING — WATER
STREET MISSION
The donation jar is in the
Sanctuary. Our May 1 total was
$1,508.30. Thank you!

2022 UPDATES
Please notify the office of any
changes in your contact info.

(All meetings are at 6:30 p.m. unless specified)
◼ Trustees Meeting - Monday, June 14
Monday, July 12
Monday, August 9
◼ Finance Meeting - Tuesday, June 14 at 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, July 12 at 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, August 9 at 7:00 p.m.
◼ Church Council - Tuesday, July 19
◼ Missions Committee - Wednesday, September 28 at
10:00 a.m.
◼ WPCM Meeting - Monday, June 13
Monday, July 11
Monday, August 8

Ephrata Area Social Services
(EASS)
Canned or boxed food, plus paper
products.

SAVE YOUR TREASURES!

Rummage sale and much more on October 15 sponsored
by Hope Church and Hope Pre-school. If you have any
questions, see Ron Lindberg or Sandy Schmid.

Please place your donations under
the coat rack in the lobby. Thank you
for your continued support of EASS
and the work they do for our local
community.

City Gate
We may see some of our friends without a place to stay. We cannot give cash, gift cards, motel
rooms, etc. to anyone. If you have any questions, please contact Kim Warner at 717-344-2307 or kimwarner26@gmail.com.
She is in touch with Ephrata Area Social Services and Good Samaritan Shelter. The first question to
ask when someone tells you their needs is - Have you been to Ephrata Area Social Services? They
know all the programs and help that is out there. They are the ones who are best able to help those
in need.
- We need sturdy, adult backpacks. Let Kim know if you can help. We are completely out.
- We are in need of a commercial sized refrigerator.
Mark your calendar! Plan to join us for City Gate's Evening of Praise in the Park on Sunday, July 24,
4:00 - 8:00 pm. We have reserved the band shell and pavilion at Grater Memorial Park. We are looking for a few praise bands to lead worship. We are also looking for those who could donate hotdogs,
individual snacks and bottled water. The evening will consist of praise, prayer and testimonies. Contact Kim Warner at 717-344-2307 kimwarner26@gmail.com or Kevin Hewitt at 717-575-8193
rfyep@aol.com for more information or if you can help.

Information about employment, volunteer opportunities,
plus organizations that provide meals, groceries, clothing,
and more can be found in the lobby.

◼ Blessings of Hope Food Boxes (717) 733-8833
◼ Ephrata Area Social Services (EASS) (717) 733-0345
◼ Ephrata Community Meals (717) 733-9608
◼ Lancaster County Office of Aging (717) 299-7979
◼ Meals on Wheels (717) 733-4846
◼ Peter’s Porch (717) 859-2100
◼ Water Street Mission (717) 393-7709

Good Samaritan
Feminine hygiene and paper
products, plus laundry
detergent.
A basket for donations is in the
lobby underneath the visitor
table. Thank you!
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Four members of the thrush family, wood thrushes,
veeries, eastern bluebirds and American robins, nest in
Lancaster County, and across much of the eastern United
States. But each attractive species has its own niche to
raise young, reducing competition with its relatives for
space and food. Species diverging from a shared ancestor
to explore different food sources create the many kinds of
life.
However, these related thrushes have characteristics in
common, which demonstrates their relatedness. They are
all shaped alike and the young of each kind have spotted
chests. All species ingest invertebrates in summer.
All these locally nesting thrushes are adaptable enough to thrive in changing conditions and human-made
niches, as well as in natural ones. As forests were cut to create farmland, wood thrushes and veeries were
forced into raising young in remaining farmland woodlots, and older parks and suburbs with their many
trees and shrubs.
One can hear the ethereal, flute-like "aa-o-leee" of male woodies in woodlots and older suburbs. Female
woodies create leaf and grass nurseries in shrubs and sapling trees in those built habitats.
Veeries hatch offspring in leafy cradles on the leaf-covered ground near running brooks and streams in
bottomland woodlots in farm country. This species, and wood thrushes, have pretty, warm-brown feathering
on top, which camouflages them on woodland floors where they hunt invertebrates to feed themselves and
their chicks. Male veeries sing spine-tingling series of flute-like notes that beautifully spiral downward.

While wood thrush and veery numbers decreased because of shrinking woodland habitats, eastern
bluebird and American robin populations increased because of the growing numbers of farms and suburbs
carved from the original forests. The lovely blue and rusty bluebirds raise young in tree cavities, holes in
wooden fence posts and bird boxes in overgrown, weedy fields. Bird houses erected in fields alone helped
raise bluebird populations.
The handsome American robins are the most abundant and widespread of these thrushes. Icons of the
suburbs, these rusty-bellied thrushes are common in most every suburban area in Lancaster County, and
much of the United States.
As habitats expand or shrink, so do the numbers of wildlife in each one. Thrushes dependent on big,
unbroken woods decreased in the eastern United States. But thrushes adapted to woodland clearings and
edges, such as bluebirds and robins, thrived when many forests were cut away to create farmland and
suburbs. God, in his infinite wisdom, created life that adapts to changing conditions and survives. Some of
that life we benefit from physically, and esthetically enjoy.

Check out Clyde’s nature blog: NaturesWondersByClyde.blogspot.com.
Each short story is like taking a walk with your very own park naturalist!

