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Greetings Friends!
As we gear up for our students and teachers going back to
school, the summer is almost over. The stores are packed with
school and dorm room supplies. Let’s not forget about school
shopping for new clothes. Yes, there is excitement in the air for
something new. Perhaps, you have children or grandchildren
beginning their journey into high school or college, beginning a new
job or business, little ones attending pre-school for the first time,
etc. We may feel a little anxiety about tomorrow, but that’s
completely normal. Who doesn’t remember coming home from the
first day of school or college feeling a bit overwhelmed with all the
assignments and due dates? As we enter a new chapter in our lives,
we may pose several questions to God: “What’s best for me as a
disciple of Christ? What are the next steps in my life?”
The apostle Paul says a prayer over the dearly loved saints at
Philippi, where he planted a church and watched it grow. He
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continually reminded them that “God who began a good work in them will carry it on to completion
until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 1:6) God was the one who would help them accomplish their goals
and reach the finish line. He prayed the following: “That your love may abound more and more in
knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ.” (Phil. 1:9-10) When we think about our love growing more and more
every day in God’s knowledge and wisdom, we are reminded that our love is never stagnant and is
always growing. We are constantly learning how to be unselfish and more humble. Notice, God is
calling us to discern what’s best, not other people or social media posts. We must immerse ourselves
in God’s Word daily. The Greek word for choose (dokimazo) means “to examine, to discern, or
approve after testing.” We won’t become pure and blameless without God testing us. We won’t love
others like God loves us without undergoing trials. The Bible tells us, “No discipline is enjoyable while
it is happening-it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who
are trained in this way.” (Heb. 12:11) My late Uncle Jim would always say, “He can test and try us, but
He can’t deny us.”
There is no area in our heart that is untouched by God’s love. God desires for our hearts to be
full of love and knowledge for Him, our neighbor and each other. As we grow in that love, God will
continue to train us with more understanding and insight to discern what is best for us so that we will
be blameless on the day Christ returns. It’s a daily struggle as God transforms our minds to be more
like Him. We are called to pray like John the Baptist: “He must increase, but I must decrease.” (Jn.
3:30) John Wesley said this about love: “It were well you should be thoroughly sensible of this—the
‘heaven of heavens is love’ … There is nothing higher in religion; there is, in effect, nothing else; if
you look for anything but more love, you are looking wide of the mark, you are getting out of the
royal way.”
My friends of Hope Church, as we embark on the new school year, let us ask God to help us
grow more and more in His love and knowledge, so that we can have a heart that chooses the right
path for what’s best for us as a church and in our own lives. Let us stay in the ‘royal way’ and ask God
to help us understand how great a love He has for His children. I am reminded of that worship song
by Jude Del Hierro entitled, “More Love, More Power.” More love, more power. More of You in my
life. More love, more power. More of You in my life. And I will worship You, with all of my heart. I will
worship You, with all of my mind. I will worship You, with all of my strength. For You are my Lord.”
When we seek the Lord like that, the Holy Spirit will help us to remember what really matters; our
overflowing and increasing love for God and our neighbor. Enjoy the school year!
In Christ,

Pastor Scott
_______________________________
Earle L. Wilson, Alex R. G. Deasley, and Barry L. Callen, Galatians, Philippians, Colossians: A Commentary for Bible Students (Indianapolis, IN:
Wesleyan Publishing House, 2007), 169.
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 Out and About
Pastor Scott believes, “Opportunity is everywhere for true mission and evangelism.” His faith and
spirit guides him to get ‘out and about’ in the community. Each month we highlight some of his most
recent or upcoming ministries.
On August 27 Pastor Scott spoke at Main Point Men’s Group at City Gate.

If you would like to suggest a future ‘Out and About’ segment for the Whisperings, contact Pastor
Scott at (267) 467-4027 or email hopeumcpastorscott@gmail.com.
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Office Notes
LABOR DAY - SEPT. 5
The office is closed Monday.
VACATION - OCT. 2 to 10
While Pastor Scott is away,
our guest speakers will be
Pastors Russ Eberly and Kevin
Readman.
FOR A USEFUL CALENDAR
Fill out the yellow forms on
the Admin Assistant’s desk to
schedule any upcoming
meetings and events.
DEADLINES
Please submit all items for the
bulletin by 12 p.m. Thursdays
and for the next edition of the
Whisperings by the 15th of
every month.
2022 UPDATES
Please notify the office of any
changes in your contact info.

 Sermon Series: Discipleship Lessons
• Sept. 4 Part 1 –
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

"What Does The Lord Require of Disciples?"
Luke 14:25-33, Micah 6:8
Sept. 11 Part 2 – "The Hound of Heaven" Luke 15:1-10
Sept. 18 Part 3 – "Shrewd but Wise" Luke 16:1-15
Sept. 25 Part 4 – "No Time Like the Present" Luke 16:19-31
Oct. 2 Part 5 – "Exercise Your Faith" Luke 17:5-10
(Rev. Russ Eberly)
Oct. 10 Part 6 – "Magic Word, Magic Mindset" Luke 17:11-19
(Rev. Kevin Readman)
Oct. 17 Part 7 – "Focus and Follow Through" Luke 18:1-8
Oct. 23 Part 8 – "Humble Before God" Luke 18:9-14
Oct. 30 Part 9 – "Change Is Necessary" Luke 19:1-10
Nov. 6 Part 10 – "It Does Not Matter" Luke 20:27-40
Nov. 13 Part 11 – "It’s the Message Not the Messenger"
Luke 21:5-19
Nov. 20 Part 12 – "King Jesus Is All" Luke 23:33-43

Worship services are broadcast live on our Facebook page and on
our website, and then archived to view later at your convenience
on our YouTube channel: www.tinyurl.com/Hope-YouTube.
The video of the 2nd Congregational Meeting
can also be found online on Hope’s YouTube channel.

 Office Help Needed ~ A signup sheet is in the lobby for anyone willing to answer

the phone and serve as the church receptionist until a new Administrative Assistant begins. The hours
are 9 a.m to 12 p.m. from Tuesday through Friday. Many hands make light work! Thank you!

 New D. S. ~ Rev. Jenny Freymoyer became the new West District Superintendent on July 1.
Mailing Address: Eastern PA UMC
c/o West District
PO Box 820
Valley Forge, PA 19482-0820

Email: jfreymoyer@epaumc.church

Hope UMC Staff and Office Hours
Pastor: Rev. Scott Dorn
Director of Music: Lisa Helock ◼ Organist: Dave Luck ◼ Sexton: Doreen Deamer
Tuesday - Friday ◼ 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
hopeumc@ptd.net ◼ www.hopeumcephrata.org ◼ www.facebook.com/hopeumcephrata
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Notes
NURSERY COORDINATOR
Please contact the Pastor if
you can help with this for a
month or two.
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Holy Communion

4

First Sunday Giving for
Assistance Fund

ONE GREAT YEAR OF
SHARING — WATER
STREET MISSION
The donation jar is in the
Sanctuary. The latest total is
$1,918.30. Thank you!
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Rail Trail Church

5

Labor Day (Office Closed)

6

First Day of Preschool

10

Family Fall Fest

HOW CAN WE HELP?
Do you or someone you
know have a need for some
financial assistance? Contact
our office or Jerry Gerhart
(717) 733-2331.

15

Newsletter Deadline

18

Fellowship Sunday

18

Rail Trail Church

20

Ephrata Fair Begins

22

First Day of Autumn

FLOWERS & BULLETINS
Sponsor altar flowers or
bulletins to commemorate a
special occasion or heartfelt
remembrance. Please
contact Sandy Muckle if you
sign up less than a week in
advance. Flowers are $35
and bulletins are $20. The
signup posters are on a
lobby bulletin board.

Weekly Events
Bells of Hope

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Sanctuary
(no practice September 21)
Senior Choir

Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m.
Choir Room
(no practice September 21)
Women’s Book
& Bible Study

Thursdays at 10 a.m.
(begins September 15)
Wide Awake Room - 221
Men of Hope

Fridays at 7:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
(First Friday of each month is
at Gus’s restaurant.)

Church Administration Meetings
(All meetings are at 6:30 p.m. unless specified.)
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Nominations Meeting - Thursday

12

WPCM Meeting - Monday

Flowers: available Sept. 25.

13

Finance Meeting - Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Bulletins: available Sept. 4,
11, and 25.
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Worship Planning Meeting - Thursday

20

Church Council (in Fellowship Hall) - Tuesday

24

Brainstorming/Planning Meeting - Saturday at 9:30 a.m.

28

Missions Committee - Wednesday at 10 a.m.

WORLD COMMUNION
SUNDAY
October 2
HARVEST HOME
Due to a busy October, our
annual Harvest Home for
EASS will be Nov. 6.
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September Dates

Thank You for

the $1,500 received for
Ukraine Giving earlier this summer.
Your generosity is appreciated!

The Way

Seekers

Sanctuary

Fellowship Hall

Bruce Tucker

Wide Awake
Room 221

Rev. Kevin Readman
Joseph:
Dreamer, Visionary and Patriarch

Ron Lindberg

begins September 11

Israel's Mission

by Ray Vander Laan

5 Lesson series
begins September 4.

“The Way” was a name given to the earliest
of Jesus’ followers/disciples and will be the
name for this Sunday School class going
forward. Topics will vary but the focus will
be faith building. We will be reading the
Genesis account of Joseph’s life to learn of
his faithfulness and God’s faithfulness
through a variety of life experiences. An
outline of the Scripture for each week and
some thoughts or questions for reflection
will be available for those who are
participating.
Please see Kevin with questions and to get
the outline of class sessions.

by Ray Vander Laan

5 Lesson series
begins September 11.

Deep Dive Bible Study - Pastor Scott
Sundays 9 -9:30 a.m. in the Parlor.

Are you interested in going deeper into God’s word? If so, join us before Worship.

Women’s Book & Bible Study - Sandy Schmid
Thursdays at 10 a.m.in Wide Awake Room 221 (begins September 15)
Life Lessons from John by Max Lucado

Men of Hope
Fridays at 7:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall (First Friday of each month is at Gus’s restaurant.)

A book will be selected once weekly classes resume in September.
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Signup Sheets - are in the Lobby for donations, for volunteers, and to register. A registration to

reserve your meal (and/or snacks) is needed by Tuesday, September 6. Registrations may also be
submitted via the church website or by email. All are invited! Questions? Call Jill Curley 717-606-4987.
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 Our New Organ ~ There is less than $7,000.00 left to go!
The latest total amount raised is $45,091.50. To help retire this debt, Tony
Hachkowski is making happy jack-o-lanterns to sell for only $30. They sell
elsewhere for $40 to more than $100. Tony’s will be unpainted for people
who like that look, or you may paint yours as you wish. There’s a hole in
the bottom to fit a light or string of lights. Each one is unique. Order yours
today! There is an order form in the lobby or you may contact the office.

 Brainstorming/Planning Meeting - September 24
9:30 a.m. Saturday in Fellowship Hall. All are invited!

We are meeting to discuss the following areas: Worship, Mission/Outreach, Facilities, Fellowship/
Congregational Care, and Discipleship.
Our question is, "What opportunities do we have to reach individuals for Jesus Christ in our
community?" We are looking for common themes and strengths and what we feel God is asking us to
do with these ministries.

 Rummage Sale - October 15
7 a.m. - 2 p.m. Saturday in Fellowship Hall.
Craft Sale! Rummage Sale! Lunch Counter! $7 BBQ Chicken!
Collection Times: 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. September 24, October 1, October 8. Bring your sale items to

the pavilion on these three Saturdays prior to the event. Items may be put on the stage in Fellowship
Hall after church on October 9. Contact Ron Lindberg to pick up large items.
Sorters & Organizers Needed: Monday through Friday 1 - 4 p.m. and 7 - 9 p.m. during the Week

Before the Sale. Signup sheets will be in the lobby.

Workers Needed the Day of the Sale: 7 a.m - 2 p.m. You can work shorter times (e.g., 2 or 4 hours).
Baked Goods Needed: Signup sheets will be in the lobby.
Tables for Rent: Preschool is offering card tables to rent so you can sell different products.

See Shannon with Preschool for details.

Sponsored by Hope Church, Hope Preschool, and Spanish Church.

 Serving Lunch at City Gate - October 22
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Saturday (arrive by 10:30 a.m.)

Signup sheets are in the lobby. Please sign up to serve and/or sign up to donate pans of baked ziti,
cans of green beans, rolls, and baked goods. Thank you. — Sandy Muckle
Thank You for

all of your donations for the June 18 City Gate lunch. We bagged 185 cookies.
Thanks to Kathy Bartels, Joyce Fasnacht, and Amy Raezer for their help.
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 Children’s Coats ~ We are collecting donations to buy children's coats to give to

Ephrata Area Social Services (EASS). This is being sponsored by the Wide Awake S.S. Class and Hope
Church and will run until mid-September. A special donation plate is inside the doors of sanctuary, or
you can give a donation to Donna Imhoff, our class treasurer.

 Hope United Methodist Preschool (WPCM) ~ is in need of the items
below to start the 2022/23 school year. If you can donate any of these, please leave them in the box
labeled 'WPCM SUPPLIES' located in the lobby. Thanks. — Tony
• Paper towels
• Facial tissue
• Baby wipes
• Clorox wipes
• Foaming Hand Soap
• Paper plates (small and large)
• Plastic Eating Utensils (forks and spoons preferred)

 ReUzit ~ Are you able to spare 4 hours a month for your community and the world beyond?
ReUzit on State has immediate needs for volunteers in a variety of positions. Volunteering benefits:

A 20% discount on store merchandise to those who offer 4 hours of volunteer service a month.
(some restrictions apply)
 flexible schedules  a supportive & pleasant environment  various positions fit your interests.
Questions? Contact June Landis, Volunteer Coordinator, at voldev@reuzit.org or at 717-618-2726.

 City Gate Needs:
WATER, paper towels, heavier weight paper plates (NO styrofoam and no trays), frozen breakfast
sandwiches, individually wrapped snacks like granola bars, Little Debbie's, snack bars, etc. They have
plenty of chips and plenty of socks at this point.

 Blessings of Hope ~ moved from their location near Oregon Dairy to Lancaster, to

provide 29,000 square feet for groceries (three times more space than before). They are open for food
charities only, not the general public. All groceries that you select — whether fresh produce, boxed,
canned, or frozen food, paper napkins or bottled water — stay in your cart and the entire cart is
weighed at checkout. The weight of the cart is subtracted and the remaining weight is priced at 22
cents per pound to cover the cost of operation.
Hope Church is a member (membership is free) and our membership card is available to anyone
buying for church functions. This includes buying the ingredients to make food, such as baked ziti or
cookies. The selections are always changing so you never know what will be available on any day.
Simply borrow the membership card from the office assistant and return it after your shopping trip so
that others may borrow it too.
Open 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday-Wednesday, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Thursday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Saturday.
515 North Franklin Street, Lancaster
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 Hope Preschool Prattle
Where We’ve Been: This summer we closed the entire
school down and concentrated on up-keep, repairs, and
room changes. Hope Preschool is expanding for this
coming school year, and we are so excited to be offering
more classes! Our Big Kids have moved upstairs and will
be offering classes on Tues/Thurs and Wed/Fri and our
Little Tykes will now come 3 days per week! These
changes allow our program to serve over 100 kids this
school year. We are thrilled to be working with the
church to be able to care for some many growing minds!
Where We’re Heading: September’s theme is All About Me and we are going to introduce the
kids to some new concepts! They will be studying their bodies, their emotions, their senses, their
homes and their families. Our science focus will be introducing the kids to their five senses,
examining living vs. non-living creatures and home building. It will be exciting to see them all begin
their adventure into learning.
Ways to Follow Along: We are encouraging our parents, and you as members of Hope, to follow
us along on our journey by looking at these resources!
Five Senses: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUMiPK6LZBI
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September
Birthdays

4

Jim & Marcia Frisbie celebrate their 40th anniversary.

Jeanne Heft

10

Dave & Sandy Schmid celebrate their 62nd anniversary.

21

Tyler & Abby Welty celebrate their 3rd anniversary.

23

Rodger & Cindy Landes celebrate their 44th anniversary.

Lisa Helock
Shirley Kreider

8

September Anniversaries

Sue McMillan-Gamber

9

Isabella Deamer

11

Ray Martin

12

Mary Ellen Fake
Don Miller
Chris Voshell

13

Karen McNamara

15

Jim Hassell

22

Grace Gerhart
Dolly Hurst

25

Doris Smith

29

Dick Erisman

30

Barry Kreider

Early October Anniversary
4

Tom & Karen McNamara celebrate their 47th anniversary.

Wonderful News!
Noah James Pitman was baptized August 28

Son of Alfred & Viola Pitman

Remembered with Love
May 31
Jennifer Blakeslee joined our Lord.

June 4

David Parkhouse joined our Lord.

June 30

Gloria Seifried joined our Lord. Mother of Cindy Landes.

July 7

Early October
Birthdays

Elaine Kresh joined our Lord. Former member of Hope.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

1

Christopher Helock

2

Dick Rodman

3

Lila Hackman

We are missing a lot of special dates! Please let the church office
know your birthday and/or anniversary day. If you do not want
your milestone year recognized with a card shower, simply say so.

7

Cammy Freed

Card Showers

9

Alyssa Deamer

10

Doreen Deamer

Birthday milestones are: 16, 21, 80, 90, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, +.
Anniversary milestones are: 25, 50, 55, 60, 65, 70, 75, 80, 85, +.
A card shower may also be by special request.

We apologize for ANY errors with your important dates! Please let us know so we can correct them.
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 Rail Trail Church ~ The following article is from the Eastern PA United Methodist

website and is broken into three pages. This ministry is gradually growing and also evolving. Watch
for upcoming articles in local publications!
https://www.epaumc.org/news/planting-a-church-outdoors-and-on-the-move/?fbclid=IwAR0MWlZl-B1ONX4Pat6iZ700mn9ZqDQqxGgo2ytE_jHEW-MtXghChF6y4yU
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Dan Kirby
(and his guitar)
will lead the Rail
Trail Church on
Sunday,
September 4.
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 The Rail Trail Church in July ~ Hope Meadow presentation by Cammy Freed
and photos by Bruce Tucker.
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 Clyde McMillan-Gamber
Skipper Butterflies
When driving through Lancaster County farmland during August and September, I often see
many kinds of butterflies fluttering among pale-purple alfalfa blooms and pink red clover flowers in
hayfields. It's exciting and inspiring to see those lovely butterflies sipping sugary nectar from those
pretty, sweet-scented blossoms in those fields. And I see a few species of skipper butterflies among
their larger relatives, particularly silver-spotted skippers, a butterfly species few people know
anything about.
The many kinds of skippers, as a family of butterflies, are a bit different than other, larger types
of butterflies. All skipper species are small, have a swift, bouncing erratic flight, stocky abdomens,
and front wings they hold at a forty-five degree angle from their bodies when at rest. And they have
big heads and large, beautiful, dark eyes, their most appealing feature, I think.
Inhabiting most of the United States, the attractive silver-spotted skippers are the largest and
most commonly seen skippers in Lancaster County. They have a two-inch wingspan and are mostly
dark-brown, which camouflages them among vegetation. But they also have an obvious white blotch
on each hind underwing, and a light-orange stripe on each front wing.
Silver-spotted skipper caterpillars consume a variety of legume vegetation, including soybean
leaves, though they don't cause any real damage to that crop. Those caterpillars grow to be two
inches long. They have yellow bodies with narrow, green stripes over their "backs", from side to
side, which camouflages them. They have reddish-brown heads
with two orange spots in front that look like eyes. Those "eyes"
frighten away birds and other would-be predators, allowing silverspotted skipper larvae a greater chance of survival to adulthood.
Each silver-spotted skipper larva hides by day in a leaf shelter
it makes by cutting and folding a section of leaf edge over itself
under a leaf. It uses silk strands it exudes to hold that shelter in
place over itself.
Those same larvae leave their shelters at night to feed under
the cover of darkness. Their bird predators are inactive at that
time, allowing more larvae survival to adulthood. Silver-spotted skippers overwinter as pupae
among sheltering fallen leaves, twigs and other natural debris on the ground. They emerge as adult
butterflies the next summer, ready to sip nectar from a variety of flowers and reproduce themselves.
Obviously, silver-spotted skippers adapted to at least a few crops for their food. Caterpillars ingest
soybean leaves and the adults consume the nectar of alfalfa and red clover, and other kinds of
flowers, both wild and domestic.
Silver-spotted skippers are not showy like many of the bigger butterflies, but they are relatively
noticeable when one knows what to look for, and when and where. And these skippers, like much
life, have beauty and interesting life histories.
Check out Clyde’s nature blog: NaturesWondersByClyde.blogspot.com.
Each short story is like taking a walk with your very own park naturalist!
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